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SCOUTS AUSTRALIA — 2011 YOUTH AWARDS 

Statement by Member for Darling Range 

MR A.J. SIMPSON (Darling Range — Parliamentary Secretary) [12.58 pm]: I rise to talk about the 2011 
Youth Awards that I attended on Sunday. There was a great turnout and it was very impressive to see 74 youths 
presented with the Australian Scout Medallion. The scouts who attain the Australian Scout Medallion awards 
had taken up the challenges of learning about their own capabilities, their fellow man and their environment, 
proving that they are responsible citizens who can meet physical demands while developing strong leadership 
skills. I would like to acknowledge Mr Larry Lucas, the Chief Commissioner of Scouts Australia, WA Branch, 
and Peter Walton, the board chairman of Scouts WA.  

As everyone knows, Robert Baden-Powell was the founder of the scout movement. He was born on 22 February 
1857 and became a Lieutenant General in the British Army. On 22 February, the joint birthdays of Robert and 
Ola Baden-Powell continue to be marked as Founder’s Day by scouts and Thinking Day by Girl Guides to 
remember and celebrate the work of the chief scout and the chief guide of the world.  

Baden-Powell tested his ideas with a camping trip on 1 August 1907, which is now seen as the beginning of the 
scout movement. At the fifth World Scout Jamboree in 1937 Baden-Powell retired from scouting. During his 
final farewell speech he said — 

Try and leave this world a little better than you found it and when your turn comes to die, you can die 
happy in feeling that at any rate you have not wasted your time but have done your best. ‘Be Prepared’ 
in this way, to live happy … 

Sitting suspended from 1.00 to 2.00 pm 
 


